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This Week 


Saint Joan- Phoenix 
9/11. Hambleton & Hough- 
ton first production of sea- 
son, Shaw play with Sio- 
bhan McKenna, directed 
by Albert Marre. 


Inherit the Wind- 
National 9714. Herman 
Shumlin production with 
Paul Muni reopens. 


Summer Finale 


Strawhat packages 
making final rounds of 
summer barns include 
Beasop's Fables with 
Beatrice Lillie at Oqu- 
inquit, Maine. .. Saint 
Joan at Playhouse in 
Park, Philadelphia. .. 
Spa with Gloria Vander- 
bilt at Paper Mill, NJ 
and Pocono Playhouse, Pa, 
Sudden Spring with Cel- 
este Holm at Westport, 
Conn. ..Welcome Darl- 
ings, at Dennis, Mass. 


$5000 Gift 
Rita Allen Foundat- 


ion presented $5000 to 
NY City Center Fund. 
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. 50 quarter 
Digests of Current NYC Theatre Reviews 


Bil and Cora Baird's Marionette Theatre-Playhouse 
9/1. 3 NYC daily critics recommended the marionette pro- 
duction of "Ali Baba and the 40 Thieves" plus a marionette 
variety show for both old and young theatre-goers. 9 day 
engagement with 21 day-time performances included in cur- 
rent run. Program is pretty much same as presented last 
Christmas at Phoenix. Almost life-size marionettes tell 
the story interestingly, comments Funke, Times, who compli- 
mented Baird's for the great honor in which they practice 
their art. Kerr, Herald Tribune, admits he was carried 
away by puppets as personalities so life-like that you would 
speak to them if you met them in the street. Entertainment 
for the family trade with not a dull moment from start to 
finish sums up Coleman, Mirror. 


Digests of Summer Tryouts 


An Affair of Murder, a new play by mystery writer 
Mignon Eberhart, tried at Mt Kisco, NY, will need plenty 
of pruning and polishing before Broadway, warns Herridge, 
Post. Play is worthwhile mostly because of performance of 
Parker Fennelly, other roles are not as well portrayed... 
Smile Of the Mood Man, new drama by Lawrence Slade, 
tried at Litchfield, Conn, might have a chance if the chaff 
and extra plot can be removed, suggests Eck, Variety... 
Love is a Two Way Street, new comedy by A. E. Eckland, 
tried at Sharon, Conn, was judged spotty in acting, direction 
and writing by Variety mugg. It might make an acceptable 
vehicle for current stars Albert Dekker and Edith Atwater. 


Music Critic at Theatre 


The Most Happy Fella and My Fair Lady were praised 
highly by Johnson, Post. Former was rated as having score 
which moves forward successively with musical development 
that nobody need notice. Latter show, seen by music critic 
for second time and after playing album disc 25 times, was 
enjoyed even more than first time. Musical has Shavian verve. 


Four George Bernard Shaw plays are 
already scheduled for the new season, ON 
and OFF Broadway. Phoenix Theatre starts 
season Sept 1l with St. Joan starring Siobhan 
McKenna, Sept 25 the Downtown Theatre, 85 
E 4, replaces its production of Shaw's 
Man of Destiny with Arms and the Man. 
Oct 18 The Apple Cart opens at Plymouth 
with Maurice Evans and Signe Hasso, And 
on Oct 30 an all-star cast will open at Beck 
in Major Barbara. Charles Laughton, Bur- 
gess Meredith, Eli Wallach and Glynis Johns 
included, 


Plays 


The Apple Cart and The Happiest 
Millionaire started rehearsals. ..Cap- 
albo-Chase will open season at Bijou with 
either Moon for the Misbegotton or Shaw's 
Heartbreak House , depending on casting, 

Oct 15...Hole in the Head postponed due 

to Paul Douglas acceptance of film... Every 
body Loves Me with Jack Carson due Dec 
10...7 of 9 Labor Day matinees did well. 


Players 


Luther Adler to replace Ezio 
Pinza, Very Special Baby, latter with- 
drew due to illness... Richard Torigi, 
who plays lead in Most Happy Fella 
at matinees given 3 week "hay fever" 
leave, Robert Weede to play 8 perfor- 
mances a week until his return ...Geo- 
rge Voskovec subbing for Joseph Sch- 
ildkraut, Diary of Anne Frank, during 
latter one week vacation; Susan Stras- 
berg returned to show after one month 
vacation... William Hawkins, critic of 
World-Telegram & Sun, has resigned 
..-Roddy McDowall will leave No Time 
for Sergeants for Diary of Scoundrel at 
Phoenix. .. Lou Nova joined The Happ 
iest Millionaire...Julia Meade to be 
in Double in Hearts... Percy MacKaye 
died at age 


Summer Playhouses 


Show Boat and Aquashow closed season 
... Show Boat may return to Jones Beach 
Marine Stadium next summer... Paper Mill 
Playhouse, NJ, had to cancel one perform- 
ance of The Spa due to power failure during 
first act ... A House in the Country, new 
play by Sheridan Gibney planned for Bucks 
County, Pa. test to debut instead at Pocono 
Playhouse, Pa... Dianne Barton filled in 
at short notice in Plain and Fancy at West- 
bury, NY when Barbara Ruick was taken to 
hospital with high fever. 


Vaudeville 


Judy Garland Show at Palace switched 
date from Sept 20 to Sept 26...Current 
vaude bill at Palace headed by Frank Mar- 
lowe, Helen Halpin, Revelers, Senor Cortez. 


Theatre TV Notes 


"Cole Porter Festival'' on CBS TV 
Oct 6 switched title to 'You-re the Top". 
30 songs to be sung by Louis Armstrong, 
Dorothy Dandridge, Sally Forrest, Dolores 
Gray, Mary Healy, Shirley Jones and others 
CBS TV may present Shirley Booth in 
90 minute version of Tree Grows in Brook- 
lyn this season... Ballad of Baby Doe , 
by John La Touche and Douglas Moore to 
be serialized by Voice of America radio... 
NBC TV plans for Lysistrata due in Feb 
shelved... Bert Lahr will appear on 3 
CBS TV Omnibus shows this year. 


Theatre Record Notes 
Li'l Abner original disc album to be 


issued by Columbia. who also have issued 
My Fair Lady and Most Happy Fella discs. 


Legal Dept 


Bells are Ringing investors offered 
money back by Theatre Guild because 
show had been overscribed, because of a 
possible plagiarism suit, and because they 
would not share in record rights. Few 
are reported to back out. 
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OFF 


BROADWAY 


The Phoenix Theatre and the Am- 
erican Shakespeare Festival Theatre, 
Stratford, Conn, will jointly sponsor 
the 4th and 5th productions at the Ph- 
oenix opening Jan 22 and Mar 5 for 5 
weeks each. St. Joan opens season 
Sept ll , and Eric Bentley's trans- 
lation of Brecht's The Good Woman 
of Setzuan will follow Dec 18. A mu- 
sical version of Tom Sawyer by Bruce 
Geller and Jack Urbont will open April 
18. American Shakespeare Festival 
theatre productions will be 2 Eliz- 

a bethan plays, not Shakespeare plays. 


Johnny Johnson , with book by 
Paul Green and score by Kurt Weill, 
will be revived by Stella Adler at 
Carnegie Theatre starting Oct 9. An 
8 piece orchestra will be used... 
Rendezvous in Wien presented at 
Barbizon Plaza Sept 4-Sept 13 by 
Max Reinhardt Theatre of Vienna. 
Presented in German by Felix Ger- 
stman under auspices of Dr. Karl 
Gruber, Austrian Ambassador toUS, 
... Three for All at Carnegie Recit- 
al Hall closed... Jacob Ben-Ami 
signed for The Sea-Gull... Paula 
Stewart replaced Jo Wilder, Three 
Penny Opera... John Kellog replac- 
ed Gerald Hiken, Uncle Vanya... 
Martha Orrick will alternate with 
Colleen Dewhurst in Camille... 


Nobody's Child, Richard Dav- 
idson's new play at Open Stage, 
15-2nd Av, panned by Geor, Var- 
iety as soporific. It has nothing 
to recommend except good in- 


tentions. 


THEATRE 
BOOK 
COMMENTS 


"Trends in 20th Century Drama" by 


Frederick Lumley( Essential Books) panned 
by Down , Variety. Many American authors 


are handled briefly, and some are over- 
looked. $7 price is high in view of quality 
of manufacture and questionable perman- 
ent value of contents. 
THEATRE 
OUT OF 


TOWN 


The Boy Friend and Inherit the Wind 


playing in Los Angeles...San Francisco 


has Damn Yankee, The Teahouse of the Aug- 
ust Moon and Witness for the Prosecution. 


The Lark with Julie Harris continues 


at Central City, Colo... Pajama Game road 
company in Toronto, 
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GREEN 


ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


TRANS ATLANTIC BATTLE... Insults being hurled by actors and producers bent on mak- 
ing bad-tempered idiots of themselves were panned byWatts, Post. Both Helen Hayes, 
who started the verbal warfare by condemning the London theatre, and producer Hen- 
ry Sherek, who answered back in kind, should be ashamed of themselves, critic noted. 
Both sides are mistaken when they imply that their theatre is wonderful and the other 
fellow's is terrible. In economic set-up, number of productions, and the playing of 
stylized comedies, Watts feels English stage is better. While in pace, vitality and 
contemporary playwrighting, the US stage wins... Problem of evalution stems from 
fact that Americans do not consider British plays "foreign", points out Atkinson, 
Times. British civilization is vastly different from American, and visa versa. A staff 
of interpreters, fluent in both English and American languages was suggested. 


PRO SHOW BOAT... Theatre fans were urged by Times editorial to see the Jones Beach 
production of Show Boat which closed Labor Day. Warm,romantic production was 
viewed by more than 450,000 this summer at 8000 seat outdoor stadium. 


LATOUCHE OBITS... John Latouche belonged to that rare breed of lyric writers who 
are also poets, as distinguished from the far commoner variety of lyric writers 
who are also millionaires, states Vernon Duke in Variety obit. His lyrics had the 
unmistakable stamp of a poet's individuality... Few people made so many remark- 
able contributions to the musical stage, comments Herbert Machiz in Times note. 
Latouche was a bright talent, an extraordinary personality. 


DRAMA MAIL BOX... $30 ticket top for hits suggested by Times reader to replace the 
speculator hawking $50 tickets Show could be paid off in less time, and there would 
be more investors, more shows,and more theatres... Prize for most comfortable 
off-Broadway seats would be won by Theatre East, nominates a ''C. D" subscriber. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS...No dirty plays listed yet for coming season, reports McHarry, 
News. ..O'Neill and Shaw will be gold mines for producers in the best season in years 
coming up, predicts Coleman, Mirror... Public supports secondrate plays in an un- 
critical manner, notes Kerr, Herald Tribune, because it is theatre hungry. ..Shakes- 
peare Festival Theatre, Conn, urged to consider Pericles and Titus Andronicus for 
next summer by Watts, Post. 


DRAMA QUIZ...A producer, explains Chapman, News, is a man who knows everything, 
but owes more. An actor is an egomanic whose life is frustrated because he never 
will be able to see himself on a stage. 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES... Peter Palmer, who won the title lead in LIL ABNER isa 
former varsity tackle who majored in music at University of Illinois, Gaver, World- 
Telegram-Sun, discovered. Producers discovered him via GI Talent Show viewed 
on CBS-TV Ed Sullivan. 
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"PROS & CONS BY T.M.K. " 


George Bernard Shaw might right- 
ly be accused as Un-American by nat- 
ive playwrights. During the 1956-57 
season 4 or 5, and maybe more, rev- 
ivals of GBS plays will be presented 
ON and OFF Broadway. 


Thousands of plays are written 
in US yearly, and thousands more in 
England. In recent years less than 
100 plays per year have been present- 
ed on Broadway, with perhaps another 
25 new plays per year presented Off- 
Broadway. 


An American writer who averages 
a new play and/or musical once every 
3 or 4 years is termed prolific by the 
reviewers, who really don't expect a 
"great'' play more than once in five 
trys or so. 


Even Shakespeare plays, for 
which producers do not have to pay 
royalities, are not seen in NY usually 
more than 2 or 3 times per season. 
Not counting the recent development 
of outdoor Shakespeare seasons. 


The reasons are infinite and one 
can only guess at how any given pro- 
ducer decides he will present a GBS 
play. But certainly in an age of real- 
ism in the theatre the wit, stimulating 
ideas and intelligent discussion of 
GBS views on life in general makes 
the plays appeal to current audiences. 
They hardly make plays like that any- 


more, 


If theatre followed the lead of politics 
the trans-atlantic verbal battle being waged 
by Helen Hayes and Henry Sherek would be 
settled easily by having Miss Hayes eppear 
in Mr. Sherek's next production. 


* x 


As of the current moment the only 
summer play and/or producer that will 
make the switch from barn to Broadway 
will be the American Shakespeare Fest- 
ival Theatre, Stratford, Conn. which will 
co-produce 2 Elizabethan plays with Phoen- 
ix Theatre as part of latter's subscription 
program. 


The staging of 2 new works not viewed 
this past summer by a trained organization 
is an interesting, healthy experiment in 
theatre. If successful it should certainly 
encourage more and better group summer 
work, and less reliance on the star-package 
system. The Strattord, Ontario production 
of Tambulaine at the Winter Garden this 
winter was a step in this direction. 


The Times reader who suggested a $30 
top to offset $50 ticket hawkers is a dreamer. 
If $8. 80 tickets can be scalped at $50, a $150 
price would be asked for $30 tickets by any 
black market ticket seller. More and better 
plays in more new theatres is the answer, not 
higher ticket prices. 


* * 
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London Theatre 


Plays 


Next production at Phoenix 
opening Sept 5is River Breeze 
a new comedy by Roland Culver. 
Cast headed by Phyllis Calvert, 
Nauton Wayne and the author. It 
is directed by Jack Minster... 
Gates of Summer with Dorothy 
Tutin, Isabel Jeans and James 
Donald started rehearsals... 
Under Milk Wood, currently pre- 
sented at Edinburgh Festival, 


to be shown in London Oct 3 after 
a short tour. It was also present- 


ed this week on BBC-TV. Dylan 
Thomas play expected to open 
at New Theatre, replacing Gigi. 
--.To My Love at Fortune and 
Man Alive at Aldwych closed. 


Players 


Dickie Henderson, who fol- 
lowed Eli Wallach in Teahouse 
of August Moon ,to appear in 
Several "Hey, Jeannie", CBS TV 
shows in US... Trip to Bounti- 
ful cast left Arts to play in 
Dublin and may return to West 
End later in season. 


Digests of London Reviews 


The Recruiting Officer, presented by 
Brecht's Berliner Ensemble at Palace, was 
praised by Times for the practised team 
work of the company, the clearness of their 
speech and the relaxed air in which the 
group works. Adaption of Farquhar's play 
is not by Brecht, or at least program credit 
is not given him. 


The Seagull , revival at Sayville 
in a new translation by David Magarshack, 
was mildly recommended by Shulman, Even- 
ing Standard, and Hurren, Whats On, for 
those who have never viewed the Russian 
classic. Both felt many of cast were too 
English in speech and thought. 


The Chalk Garden at Hymarket with 
Pamela Brown and Gladys Cooper, who made 
a trans-Atlantic trip to sub for Edith Evans, 
was highly praised by RBM, Stage. Trade re- 
viewer thought cast, production flawless as 
ever. Both the performances of Misses E vans 
and Cooper stand firm in their own right. 
While Evans, is bizarre, Cooper is a straight 
English eccentric. 


Elizabeth Sellars, who replaced Vivien 
Leigh in Noel Coward's South Sea Bubble 
at Lyric, was okayed by Stage. Though she 
seemed to falter at the start of her first 
night she shows a remarkable gift for 
comedy. 


ICEMAN COMETH 
Circle $3.60 


HOTEL EXCELSIOR 
Provincetown $3.60 


MAN OF DESTINY 
Downtown $3.60 


NOBODY CHILD 
Open Stage 


NO EXIT 
T. East $3.30 


PIC, DOR GRAY 
Bleecker 


3 PENNY OPERA 
De Lys $4.85 


UNCLE VANYA 
4th St 


WORLD OYSTER 
Actor Play. $3.60 


PROS 


CONS 


" OFF BROADWAY " 
5 Sher Sq 6 Pro-Times, Trib, Mir, J. Am. WT&S, Post 
OR 5-9437 
131 Macd. 

1 Con- WomenS Wear 

85E4 2 Pro- Times, Post 
GR 3-4412 2 Con-Variety, Women Wear 
15-2nd 
TR 4-4735 2 Con- Times, Variety 
211 E 60 5 Pro-Times, Trib, Post, Women Wear, Variety 
TE 2-9220 
145 Blkr 1 Pro- Times 
WA 9-8730 
121 Chris 3 Pros- Times, Trib, Post 
WA 4-8782 
83 E4 7 Pros- All NYC dailies okay 
OR 4-5710 
100-7th Av S 
OR 5-1036 5 Cons-Trib, Post, Times, Women Wear, Var. 


"CD VIEWS CURRENT SHOWS" 


Damn Yankee, Diary Anne Frank, Inherit Wind 
No Exit, Iceman Cometh, Uncle Vanya 


Middle Night, Fanny 
World is My Oyster 


"THEATRE 


Rendezvous in Vienna-Barb Plaza 9/4 
Saint Joan- Phoenix 9/1 

Pictures at Exhibition-Playhouse 9/16 
Lower Depths-Contemporary 9/16 
Camille- Cherry Lane 9/18 

Arms & Man- Downtown 9/25 

Take A Giant Step-Jan Hus 9/25 

Judy Garland Show- Palace 9/26 
Absalom- Carl Fischer Hall 9/27 


Loud Red Patrick-Ambassador 10/3 
Harbor Lights-Playhouse 10/4 

6 Fingers 5 Fing Glove-Longacre 10/8 
Mr. Candido-Greenwich Mews 10/8 
Sea Gull- 4th St 10/9 

Reluctant Debuante -Miller 10/10 
Daisy Miller- Equity 10/10 

Too Late Phalarope-Belasco 10/11 
Moon Misbegotton(?)-Bijou 10/15 
Double in Hearts- Golden 10/16 
Hamlet- Shakespearewrights 10/17 
Apple Cart- Plymouth 10/18 


Happy Ant Hill- Fischer Hall 10/? 

Lil Abner- St. James 10/22 

Richard II- Old Vic-W. Garden 10/23 
Johnny Johnson-Carnegie Theatre 10/23 
Separate Tables- Music Box 10/25 
Happiest Millionaire-Barrymore 10/29 
Diary of Scoundrel-Phoenix 10/30 
Major Barbara-Beck 10/30 

Auntie Mame-Broadhurst 10/31 


"TV THEATRE 


CALENDER " 


Sleeping Price- Coronet li/l 

Long Day's Journey-Hayes 11/7 

City Centr- 11/7 

Best House in Naples-11/8 

Shoestring '57- Carnegie Playhouse 11/? 

Protective Custody- 11/? 
Child of Fortune- Royale 11/12 
Very Special Baby- 11/14 


Girls of Summer-Longacre 11/19 
Night of the Auk- 11/19 

Candide- Beck 11/22 

Build With One Hand 11/28 ; 
Bells are Ringing -Shubert 11/29 
Happy Hunting- Majestic 12/6 
Everybody Loves Me- 12/10 

Good Woman of Setzuan- Phoenix 12/11 


Visit to Small Planet- Boothe 1/9 
Waltz of Toreadors- 1/17 
Phoenix 1/22 

Quare Fellow- 1/? 


Best of Steinbeck-Playhouse 2/1 
13 Daughters- W. Garden 2/8 
Phoenix 3/5 

Tom Sawyer-Phoenix 4/18 

First Gentleman 4/? 


PROGRAMS " 


9/ll- ANC- Antigone with Claude Rains, Marisa Pavan on Kaiser Hour 

10/6- CBS- Cole Porter Festival with Shirley Jones, Gordon McCrae Fo rd Festival 

10/28- Born Yesterday- NBC- with Mary Martin on Evans Show ‘ 
11/25- NBC- Man and Superman with Maurice Evans on Evans Show. ie 
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